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ments in Europe. It will suffice here to state that the battle
of Mohacz1 (1^26) precipitated the fall of Hungary, and
that the famous battle of Lepanto2 (1571)5 though won by
Venice, was of little practical value since the Venetians
came to terms with the Supreme Porte.
If the advance of the Ottomans into Europe can be
regarded as one aspect of the reaction of Islam towards
Christianity, Egypt was, during the last century of her
existence as an independent state, far from idle in that
Muslim holy warfare (Jihad) which may be appropriately
described as the * counter-crusade'. The history of this
interesting and important movement, rich in Arabic docu-
mentary evidence, is worthy of a special study covering the
period from the great Saladin to Muhammad the Conqueror.
Much has been written on the crusade, yet little is to be
found on the 'counter-crusade' save isolated and discon-
nected references. Although the need for that study is
pressing, its irrelevance to the present work can allow little
more than a rapid survey of some aspects of the literature
and events leading to the triumph of Egypt over Christen-
dom in many fields in the Levant. The Muslim point of
view in regard to the sanctity of the Holy Land was
singularly similar to that of the Christians. Hence arose
a new counter-propagandist literature preaching that Syria
was the land of promise and the natural heritage of those
who professed the true faith of Islam. Its ancient shrines
and temples, of which many had already been converted
into mosques, were second in holiness only to those of
Mekka and Medina. Muslim tradition, according to the
numerous versions extant during the Later Middle Ages,
imposed the duty of pilgrimage to those places on all those
who could afford to perform it. The abundance of such
literature is a notable feature of the fourteenth century.3
1 De la Jonquiere, I, 152-5.
2 See monograph on Lepanto by Julien de la Graviere, Guerre de Chypre
it bataille  de  Ltpanle, II (Paris,   1888).    See also Dam, Venlse^ IV,
174-88.
3 A selection of this literature, still mainly in manuscript, is included in the
Bibliography, Section I, Pt. 2, under the title 'Miscellaneous',   Note, for
example, the first two anonymous works as well as those by al-Herawi, ibn
Kathlr, al-Khazrajl, al-MaqdisI, al-Tadmurl, and ibn al-Zayyat.    Little of